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There are perhaps, but few proverbs 
and wise sayings, among any people, 
which are not at the same time the 
common property of all nations, and if 
the spirit of the proverb has been preser¬ 
ved, they are changed in form, in the 
translation from one language to ano¬ 
ther. 

They convey nearly the same mea¬ 
ning, but they have lost their origina¬ 
lity; and it is just this originality that 
imparts to them the gravity, and the 
savour of “ a proverb.” 

In one nation a proverb, conveys 
simply what the words express in their 
primitive sense; to another a mere whim¬ 
sical idea is suggested, which however 
imparts to it the pitch of originality. 

It might appear that the proverb has 
been distorted, but on closer examination 
- gentle-reader - it will be found to pos¬ 
sess that charm, to the people, into 
whose tongue it has been translated; 
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imparted by, and stamped with the skill, 
and genius of the translator, hence its 
newness of form is no deterioration from | 
its original piquancy of style. i 

Among the thousand proverbs and 
wise sayings in daily use among the ar- j 
menian people, we have ventured to select 
a few with the hope that our choice has ] 
been judiciously made. 

Though we have not always observed ! 
a litteral translation, we have not lost , 
sight of the meaning, and spirit of the! 
originals, and have as far as the lan-i 
guage would allow, maintained their ori-1 
ginality and turn. 

Chiefly have we followed the above 
course in our English translation, and 
thus with the hope of imparting some 
little pleasure - in the hours not devoted 
to the sterner occupations of life - we 
place our little book in the hands of the 
indulgent and gentle reader. 


P. B. 
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ARMENIAN PROVERBS 

AND SAYINGS 

TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH 


\^ubqjt nLp np tfuth£ , qbp&uabp butbfcft 
V bpPutj t 

Where the needle passes, the thread pas¬ 
ses also. 


* 


tytimnubnj <"££>/* np piuqrjp [ftbfi » tfutmutqfi 
q.utn.% ftputlt nmpnt]_ l^ntquij qncn.q t 

If you are favoured by the sky, the lamb 
of the feast will come of itself to 
your door. 


* 


l^uuiffuii^ utd!~h jbnp^'p dft Jutpqft ^ muqjt 

God does not bestow all his blessings 
• on the same person. 

1 * 
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dbn. tut. | ptujg dnpj^p £rih £ » 

The lion is dead, but his/skid is ' here. 

♦ 


m* £uui iff>p bpl/nt. r/hqhnig /nihbfsmp « 

Every egg has not two yolks. 

* 

ll ittk nihbgnti Jopp ibnpp bngp VflLL w J 9 

The mother who has a daughter always 
has a hand in her purse. 

* 


dtupg ftp futu/l/fthfth uttul/p ft mjut l/p 

Every one places wood under his own 
pot. 


♦ 

U,t/£f#|»£ tup an l/p gtuhblt* /ft mutt/ l/p pnt,uhjt , 
JttTguthtubu SttLn. l/p pnLuhftt 

Every one’s grain grows straight, mine 
grows crooked. 


* 

0 ifu/ft t/nn-tu/hnt- g^optuj uihJipb. /ft g.tu/% 
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The clouds that thunder do not always 
bring* rain. 

♦ 

^btjbgfatj £ np JhLff upumbpmSt 
■ pi lu Ipn-utuij 9 

He is so handsome that the walls reflect 
his beauty. 

■ * 


JJhuiuinLq_ bum.[tit puip bbuinq_ }f»j/u *p • 

Nobody casts stones at a fruitless tree. 

* 

JJh/inihuip tfutptj.fi jbtjpt^t bpljutjt k % E&b* 

The tong*ue of the fool is always long. 

* * 

IJb fnLp£% tfuifugftp , np #»£ £p b f»£ 

ka l-tWJ' 

Mistrust the t water that does not warble, 
and the stream that does not chirp. 

♦ 

tj-iupft IjnLuuujf ftuifuntfp QuiUfftff 

kc. pb mnL h * 
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He feeds the hen with one hand and takes 
her egg with the other. 

* 

Jftn.us%g lupuiqusqji u»g_ ifp [nLiiuthuy • 

The day can dawn without the cock’s 
crowing. 

♦ 

^h^nq/th £nq.fi JJ utnnLtub tfp $nqmj • 

God helps the careless man. 

* 

\\hdpL Oft ft ^un-hpaO* $nt.p tnnLnq_ £umui 

VaurJ 9 

When it rains, everybody brings drink to 
the hens. 

* 

\\ubqnt[_ £np tfp tf»npt t 

He digs his well with a needle. 

* 

j£iauifity % iflupt^tupfitn £ t 

Every grain is not a pearl. 

♦ 

|J a c/£t» d^tf fuoupq. Jify ( u*d[t t us Sum 

OLf/* Uiuhu • 
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Tour words are jewels, but to whom do 
you offer them? 

Your words are jewels, but to whom do 
you utter them ? 

* 

\futn. ifA/i* np ptuJft « 

Where is there a tree that is not shaken 
by the wind? 

♦ 

/^utJputitp ^jtqjttnbp « 

The wolf knows no reckoning. 

♦ 

hrk nt. bphfcty H^frp'up t^uthxuj • 

Two good fortunes never come together. 

♦ 

up tfinLjJih *[pusj Jkjfp l/p liumpt 

The fox sits but once on the thorns. 

♦ 

S %nt lfL t nr lh^ t^nquigna. , |)inniiuii^ ifbpljb 

tpupifujgtut- • 

One thief has robbed another, God was 
surprised from above. 
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ffi> kp % "p k a "L tp* 

It was when my ass crippled itself. 

* 

|l tT Qtugu tuq_ t 

My bread has no salt. (My good acts 
are not known). 

* 

luu»^fib | fsbp i/^ ^hphift « 

The world is a pot; man a spoon in it. 
* 


tjp ifiip ilbup ui us pint. | ^ n P3pb nt ld 
pfiLplt t 

The robber has only committed one cri¬ 
me the robbed one hundred. 

* 

ftp ipbtnmupbbp^h jjthnt.uub fsb tnn*f_ 

kc t ltp uat ' n P nL t' 9 

The eagle is killed by the arrow made 
with its own feather. 

* 

bn.fsfifyp busn!h ( b[hp f ^ k m J ifi^J 
t[usp £ jpwtfthp % 
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The butterfly posed on the branch 
would have all on the tree to fall. 

The butterfly seated on a branch fears 
it will break. 

Wjfuuifi^gu luyiiuip&uilf i % oq.rn.tn np 

uftptnu 1*bq_ (t 

If my heart be narrow what avail to 
me that the world is large? . 


* 


^tuputnft 4 tupumnLpbuth }bu tfiupnq £uau~ 

fi fit* tp^sb t*ibp ' 


If you cannot become rich, be the neigh¬ 
bour of a rich man. 


* 


UpipbL ^pk ,u P t i'tumpfa ipuj n»pbu»p 
There is a life of iron and a life of silver, 
* 

|] rsLinp If nuuuitiut-npft , p nt J$ jbpfhnpt 

The lie runs but goes not go far. 

* ' .* -* •• V - 

y^tpnt-iup Jbp Jluputqp Autq £ J^tuhbp , Jbp 

putqfth £bqnLpb%i% (i 
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Our dog* is so good that the fox has 
pupped in our poultry - house. 

♦ 


\o°up/i lupbuift | % nufyft t 

Speech is silver, silence is golden. 

* 


JJt/bfiph usj_ usqui , it bp fu*qu*gp/* 'At 

uiquij t 

If every one be comes lord who shall turn 
our mill ? 


♦ 

•fiuipfi utiu/j l/p tfbuij | fuoupft uiuilf £fi Hhuap t 

The stones crush him, the words do not. 

♦ 

ufusmuin. tfrnp ^ bus^nLtTt 

A mouthful more does not pierce the 
belly. 

♦ 

^uippuibfih fiibpip fuoqpft uq_ oqp lfp • 

The drunkard’s wise words fly with the 
wind. 
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fynitnnt£ fyp pnfibf* , ifiupqp wpbut^ 

P ni b 

Bird3 are caught with grains and man 
with money. 


utbq !{*uj iffuy • utbq 

•tfrr# W A'bw 

Where there is a Georgian, there is no 
book; where there is a book, there is 
no Georgian. 

♦ 

jiuutuityfih tti[_ *<»M £turn §***/ 4b q 

P'L' 

Much riches are under the earth what 
profit for us? 

* 

\^n.ushgfunLhty[i JrtJjt ntfumuimbq tf hpp*ujt 

He goes on a pilgrimage without incense 
and candle. 


♦ 

l u*pnk-uw(t Jbn.%[i tu^fump^p ffttqwj , mq~ 
'PUitnp tfhnjbfi tftupq. jJtJuthiuj • 

If a rich man dies all the world is mo¬ 
ved, if a poor one, nobody knows it. 
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frtfLppli pubp Qbpt jbutnj fuou£. ^utjh 
pubp %• l(bp p(l fuoud * 

The Turk said Eat first and speak af¬ 
terwards; the Armenian said: Eat 
and speak at the same time. 

* 

{J^icffugmlf l^nmpft ltd t fuputut tnnt*nq_ ftuui 

VaiL^j 9 

After the carriage is overturned, many 
say how to rise it. 

* 

*t br L utd '**# 9 

Should the fear of the wolf make tis for¬ 
get our village? 


♦ 

(JttwJj q.buifth utltgpp q.utfipt bu^pp {nup 
tftnftp • - 

Look first for the ford, and then pass 
the river. 

♦ 

fi£#rilr qn.ngft1t pubp bit • Autjltg. utbuupun. ♦' 

’ bmpbp* 

One day the ass began to bray they said 
to him; What a beautiful voice 1 3 

. - Since then he always brays. 
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IK«b.ii ip i m p^ Tt t ut kc a t* u ^k ma ’ k UL p u *9 mt:t 

He was squint - eyed, the sun made him 
blind. 

♦ 

£uAi£ |Jr pnithp I 

The lion does not catch flies. 

♦ 

|]#tui£ p il& nu tpuJq. upuuiputuutftp , hutnj 
tfftf tfhqnt- tutpuhffiitjp pttfsftp i, 

Prepare first the yoke and then you will 
hold your violent ox by the ears. 

* 

\%lftL% ^utpgnLgftii fa oh tufa If. tit.p £ •—guutg • 
Jutpivfup, gf»ut£ r 

The ass was asked: Where is thy house ? 
- He answered: The sting knows it. 

* 

JJ n.ftt.6p Ipuutnvfth ■jbef frn mu *P 1 

I do not advise the cat to strangle a lion. 

♦ 

U*#» t-ifp fytumm-fth* dftfui g£^bputtp£p uthu~ 

gphk • 

The cat causes bad dreams to the mouse. 
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fuQtipsf* p*H**ff **p **»%$**{» tTtutnw 

His word shines as a diamond in a ring. 
* 

|J^/h« q£ u ppk n p ******ftf* iS L PC. 

^Jnujugnthbu • 

Arrange yourself so as not to have to 
remount the water under the bridge. 

* 

lfp uftpbt/l npfuttft tu£pu i/nt-Jup 
(fiuiT ri 

I like him just as the smoke in my eyes. 

♦ 


dht-P utbq_ p*ju 

Gold shines in obscurity. 

* 


U a ftf»c.£_^ifc.ff Vpiipy ***-*r tj n ui * n ***p k * 

When one has warm shoulders, one 
sleeps softly. 

♦ 

Qt upumfjb tub bbifip typ puMi-k* 

For such a wall, such cement. 
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|\LtnhtT an h% ig.fi aT) gnLuibiF puac 

£ aavanhaT tntt%tf[itr* 

Whether I eat or not I shall have the fe¬ 
ver, so better eat and haye the fever. 

* 

W*fnLp dp pnppl/uihuagt 

If a river is dried up do not prepare 
your feet. 

* . * 

U *LP£ •pt’nf* £ftLU gft UU*p • 

We cannot see with the eyes of others. 

* 

Yjphpapb path ff pp • ^htmp agism t 

If you send your child on an errand, 
go with him. 

♦ 

Ujjl aaa/fla £ u»nguim , nugpunrih auagpman gfca 

Thejreal poor is the miser, not the actual 
poor. 

The miser is the real poor. 

* 

b/ , t u, P bmdhptaa. Quidusp , uqnquftuanJ; ui^f. 
n.u»%bp upfcuag £ naAbismgt 
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To masticate iron steel teeth are requi- i 
red. ' _ | 

« | 

phigbp bqntgp , mq^ppLuf; rg.rn.pu 

buPw L t £ 9 

He who takes the raven for companion, 
must not come off the dung-hill. 

* 


J^tg.n.uiLph mbuu»b ubptJp jfr Igmhm^winup t 

Grain sown does not grow if the raven 
has seen it 

♦ 

I & HI?I* * nuqpbph uir/ugnm ( t 

t •• ’ ■ j • • t • 

He comes down from heaven, and ap¬ 
pears still to march on the clouds. 

* 

iqtumuta.fi futtiij jutqbfajh tfttt.f it. 
qutqutftt 

The choisest meal does not satisfy the 
glutton. 


Qjfaiti puihft P tub 1/ If ft fJfAtitutj ) fhuit !ff£ ut„ 
'• *.u% 
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That which costs nothing, is good for 
nothing, and the dearest isjthe chea¬ 
pest. 

^ fihfyuMt- qutprtL £npp • • 0,11 put. 

£ £tub qJtsp 

The ass which fell into a granary (of 
oatb) said: it is better here than in our 
stable. 

* 

thn.p pusqhaqtuh £’/£«"<'» usJtunp iujq.tr r 

The winter be bath - keeper, the sum¬ 
mer vine-keeper. 

♦ 

ii iupnq k farte * n 4a «fA£?* i T* •Mfiuuie, 

Jfpuatfftb q[u/iubu*L* 

What can the rose do in the sea, and 
the violet before the fire? 

* 

\\Junn.p *m.«. (t knt[p t(u»ft ip uuupt 

If the stable be beared, the cow will give 
N no more milk. 

* 

l|lfl.£Cfig» iuhop'nt^M ifluhp tfp ppqk* 
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He who is satiated only gives small pie¬ 
ces to him who is hungry. 

He who has well eaten gives but small 
pieces to him who is hungry. 

♦ 

oq_ pfpuuh puusbhbpu t 

Let my admonitions be to your ears, as 
the rings which are there attached. 

♦ 


\\nm»p tfbp utmUsh £ nLtnntif , ^uMLifjt^bbpp 
t^nnXsbpnLtr utbnLtTt 

Our hen eats our grain, and lays for 
our neighbour. 

* 

^utbq-ftutn fnipp , £uAiij.uMptn t^buijt Itfi tflnpf; 
qjifchiuphbpp t 

Sleepings water and calm streams, con¬ 
sume the borders. 

* 

ppk x * nt lc t * n 4c. ipb- 

ph 1*4» u *if'pp fc pbpi • 

All the good that you do go and throw 
it into the sea, if the sea does not ren¬ 
der it to you its waves will. 
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[)Lp utbq_ £nth Jji qqnift, {afi lf/t q-uAintfi l 

He always is there where they shear 
a dog. 

* 

H nL r t 

He who sifts water, does nothing- useful. 

* 

W^ti { fubfO'pfih l^btn pusp lfpb[_% pu*h fub m 
iflth £hu> ntLutb £ futlhjjt 

It is better to carry stones with a wise 
man than accept the meal of a mad¬ 
man. 

* 


I) fL nL tufih ^ujpynLyfilb . 4k m 1 W V. t* ~ 

uiuujgj • 4|}#t£t# 

The fox was asked: Who ig thy witness? 
— My tail, answered he. 

♦ 

QnLpp tjXsuitjtub SuiJpu/b jji Jnn%utp • 

The water does not forget its course. 

* 

JJaif-h fnvp t^bpush f ft pbpbp • 

Every stream does not carry joists. 

2 
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j^^uiin hpfiynt. putpntfp ^tubgnLjt • 

The sermon of a poor priest is not heard. 
* 

|| L o&p mbuhntfp , uIl q.iuLtuquth^h tfp 
... hu il 9 f 

Who has seen a black serpent, is afraid 
of a black stick. 


3 * 

\)A^ tfuipif.nl. upturn, tfp Jjt uumfitb £ uftttn.^ 
If tub < 

Every man has in his heart a lion that 
sleeps. 

♦ 


fhqni.tfit ml;pit Ifp £utulfphmj » 

Tears are a language, he who weeps 
only understands them. 

♦ 

W£c kui is^v^k VePt* 

Fear makes the ass run more rapidly 
than the horse. 

* 

| uml £ uutpjih tnutlfb uhfpfhuip t guAy uutpfth 
iffpLfupt 
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It is better to be ashamed below the 
mountain than on its top. 

♦ 

QipiL^ufth Quipgfifi npft £ pun — fiutug. put fi 
uufr £ np n£ hu ^nAjtb tnbufuba b. ^/»iv 
ftp fthbft t 

The fox has only a wish: Not to see the 
dog and not to be seen by him. 

* 

| Quutppbpg.nL tufigutbp pu/^At Ifp Ipupguaj % 

Staying in Palou, he knows all that goes 
on in Kharpert (Armenian towns). 

* 

1 Jhk butqfini^li uitT bfibb rt.fi[i if nt[~ gtupni.fi jjt 
gtup t 

A single flower and a single swallow do 
not always announce the spring. 

♦ 

Q 1 ^ Abnpp tftujfi J^tufibpt 

One cannot applaud with one hand only. 

* 

| wbjO'pp jifi^nuuifi tfintuSbg f fub.p ftp purftp 
tnhuuiL $ 
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The wise is still meditating, while the 
madman has already done his business. 

♦ 

(|^ umtubg ufiufyutunLphuth puapbtfUstT fa » 
‘ tphtnn.^ t tun. tub q ptupb [futslft l^p tfbtuj* 

He who looks for a friend without a 
defect will never find one. 

* 

ofuutp tnbqf; tfp fuuthXtfct 

He makes seven morsels one currant. 

* 


\9iMibtuhf1% uin^/i^r h^BbP •P ut ^ t Rt tnnLntjph 

tun.pL.p « 

Stand rather before the horse that bites, 
than before that which kicks. 

♦ 

t^npPp np fyfitlth u»n.tuf_uthghfi , q.tufjt 
w£ « 

The calf which goes before the cow is 
devoured by the wolf. 

♦ 

(\4 n p a b rn i. m ^b % t nL% f" n 4 n p 

nihp t f * n 1 t 
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He who has money has not always wit, 
he who has wit has not always money. 

* 

uutmualfftp fuT f quapnih ( putgifnt-d ,, 
boh££h £ 6prn.iT* 

0 my ass! do not die yet, the spring 
will come, and the trefoil will grow. 

♦ 

f}ui pq putpfth qrutfthni.fi , futf&Jtnuahprf fthhfc t 

When thou strikest the stone with thy 
foot, consult thy conscience. 

* 

X^pbqutlfp np utjhfuatft puapZp hl ftti.uutt.np 
£ t d^tf tf*ngp uttfufp tfft 6ut&if£t 

As great and resplendent as the sun is, 
the little cloud which passes hides it 
from our eyes. 

♦ 

fiuthft Ifp 4 uth £ uputfth tfuttfft « 

Words draw the nails from the heart. 

♦ 

*1 *utjffth &uaq.fa tfpftbfntf_quin. £f*ip#p • 
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The wolf with education becomes no 
lamb. 

* 

np gutift nutpq. tfp ifhnSiutu s 

Footache is forgotten, headache not. 

* 


^ /jb&hk* tyutnnL,ut<b l^pt tTnnStutj . fi^*Uutj x 

Ajth l^p Jnnituij 9 

When he rides a horse, he forgets God, 
when he comes down from the horse, 
he forgets the horse. 

* 

J^uiutuljnt£q.uj£ui££ii J^brvm. if by ftp , tfutuh qfi 

£ tpuplfbp 9 

Stand far from dwarfs, for God has 
striken them on the head. 

♦ 


np 4 ui[b-nph umj Jp^jitAAihpU tup ifpiuh Ijp 
^bbhbti 9 

The ass is become so old that the ants 
climb up on him. 

♦ 

U* m PC fit. upturnfnf tynLtnuy , puyg jbutnj 

Ifp £un/pnLp£ $ 
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The mother punishes and strikes her 
child, but afterwards kisses it. 

* 

O^lfuA $utpgm.gbp bit. bntlkit pit^ fuattgutp t 

_ ^ubp . pubfjig £utui at-itftJ , pbpathu 

Jtpit k • 

The fish was asked: Have you news from 
the sea?-He answered: Very much, 
hut my mouth is full .of water. 

* 

aL ngm £it trfik } £nn.£ph ^(UL^ t 

He came out from the egg, because the 
shell did not please him. - . -■ , 

* 

£u&£p maft L&pii uil(u*h&[* J/» Juibk he. J mt hr 

Pi' 

The fly enters into the ear of the lion 
and conquers him. 

* 

KuMifJth utubg Jlupu$q.fth . ^ni.117. 

at put f q.iup*Tut% tnnih utbbtTxt U P m B * Hi 

^iil pbputbp tfnt-qhtTt gni. mutputbp % 

The wind said to the'granary: Let your 
door be opened, I will carry all that 
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you want. — The granary answered: I 
do not wish either what you carry to 
me, nor what you carry from me. 

* 

$% nL P h %at lE ***h&ph.£h ift tfutfuhp • 

He that falls into the water, is not afraid 
of the rain. 

* 

Stflnpa inphutitfi Jbpfjwpgp fe &tuhjgnifi t 

When the well is dried up, then its 
value is known. 

♦ 

U mt UL gpuMLuitpith uuujj 

Exchange a goose for a hen. 

* 

us[jibu tuninq^^jtlpuj , ut^hu tuning ^uiwi 

You have a load on the shoulders, nobody 
aids you to carry it. If some one dis¬ 
charges you, every one comes to help. 

You carry a load, nobody aids you; are 
you discharged, every one runs to. 

♦ 

Wuspftti tuit/^nut btugjtifi* ftptuh utbtfp ftpuih 
tftusnpp fapgfr £bui jfi tftnfubj _« 
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The flower without perfume on the top 
of the mountains, would not cede its 
place and its happiness to the rose 
of the garden. 

♦ 

SL nL rBh %n 1B tfiptfmLp1blrpnt.fi typ f*£r v 

tnfc t 

He that falls in the sea, takes hold of 
the scums to he saved. 

* 

s (Jwu) £UtL JUiJUtfift - 

IT tu m 4k ua j it 9 % 

She is a very honest girl. — How do 
you know it P — Her mother affirms 
it. 

♦ 

tntiLnqph % Jht.p- tnirtjp £f tLU k nim ~ 

ututj • 

He who corrupts with presents, turns 
light into darkness. 

♦ 

utjjh np Hrputhuij , fhbpnih futuqui^fp VHL~ 
U U J % 

When the wolf is old the dogs laugh 
at him. 

The old wolf is the sport of dogs. 

2 * 
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( put fifth fun in pnLugfthbfjputh pfcpb^ 
if ft fuoup ^utulfptjphbft 

The grass vill grow on the stones, before 
I can make you understand. 

♦ 

^utputtfp J^npPp Ifp /^utmutSitfi f uhutnt-lfp 
bpbfu^lt • 

The calf wastes the contents of the 
rack, the child the saving of the house. 

♦ 

im ut£ph tlfclfutfjfih fjft ^tuLut inutp i 

One eye does not confide in an other. 

♦ 


f| Ltjftnp ftp IffiLtfp fjft tnbuhbp i 

The camel does not see his hump. 

* 

tftnqh np utt-hjfhutf , ututitp u fn.ltp bnt.nL 
If* bpbltuy « 

When one’s fortune augments, the co¬ 
lumn of his house appears to him 
crooked. 

* 

utbuitbfjftu ptupbffuttT\ bp If at. utbultb » 
fjftu' uttfputp « 


k 
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At first sight, friend; at second meeting, 
brother. 


♦ 

S' 4 "//! P nL P*E he t f ,n l u i f P^jy pbnuppp lt» 

tfmfubp « 

The wolf changes its skin, but not its 
nature. 


♦ 

S»my/y pnqtu&p if unfiunutuj , J^nt/fiLp 
uiusfyutbp i 

The wolf regrets what he has left, and 
the shepherd what he has kept. 

The wolf regrets what it has left to the 
shepherd, and shepherd what the wolf 
has taken from him. 

♦ 

fibpushq. pm%uapnt.% , {****3 9 

When you open the mouth, open also 
the eyes. 

* 


S » U *UL p u * t ig ut b** L Pb1i£ p l^ptftub p~ 

uhp bt r • fibufcp tujU^uatf* ippbp £ np pt 
if pinup piup^t 

When one sees a wolf enfeebled by 


Digitized by Google 



86 


hunger, who cannot any longer walk, 
he cries: See, it has eaten too much, 
it cannot move. 

* 

fibpiuhp nuuj • 

Lips do not wet lentils. 

♦ 

fKbpuihhfib fL gnt.lt £ , iftnphplifth upitputuf » 

He has the mouth full and the belly 
empty. 

* 

9>w//» tuiTupnm opp If nLputfumktutj % 

The wolf rejoices with a covered sky. 

A covered sky is the joy of the wolf. 

* 

utiPP * butfunqflh Akngh If pfitft « 

The eyes of him who buys, are in the 
hands of him who sells. 

* 

utpftlt tun.pL.p junui &tghfni5a tq£u » tft/ttt^ 
Ifp Ifp Itwjf* np tffrpiutjtuLt 

When the herb is put before the nose of 


Digitized by Google 



37 

the sheep, it looks immediately to see 
if its tail becomes great. 

* 


J^rtupqfth bpbup figbp bit , fS-tuf&uai- IfnLtputj , 
pubp i% 

Spit at the face of an insolent man, he 
will say that it is the effect of dew. 

♦ 

fiutpblfutJftit 4 but ifbpnt.fum.tr ft pi » utn.ni • 
utntp Jfi pit bp * 

Dine with thy friend, but do no business 
with him. 

♦ 

fitupbtfmJpithq^opit i ufitnp • 

A friend will be known in difficult days. 

♦ 

bn.fit utittif km if* qn.tup * 

The ass does not bray under its load. 

* 


jjutitp if uiqnLp-ftt^tp Jfihjb. tuqnebuft inhunt 
Pfatfth it 

The hound is lame till he has seen the 
fox. 
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U* £/j{th .ptun.uiunt.is op fub IpttUfbp bh % fu&h~ 

pbgbp £» 

Having called a man a fool for forty days 
he became one. 

4t 

fitup bifat if fib £utgp* p’ghuut/rtL iq£u nLtnbjjtL £i 

Eat a friend* s bread as if it were an 
ennemy* s. 

♦ 


{win tflung n np £Uiw !{p u/uuM^ft * 

Who knows much, mistakes much. 

♦ 

j(|Of ipp ljinpfi£[ib lj£ub t > mnt-uib fuoupp 
fjujuiiupb i 

An honest man keeps his promise. 

♦ 

fituph/jiutT fiit&ft ^ogitm^f fihbfi }tf p. 

butuntfj bptjnLup qpj*t •% o*i* 

The friend who does not help me, the 
ennemy who does not injure me, are 
both a pair of ear-rings. 

4c 

^ib L igputgmL^b , i[puAi q.us L igp pbp£ t 
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The dog that does not bark, the wolf 
falls upon. 

* 

I*» 4 /»c 4 c & mul u$ tu, j » 

Words of the dumb are understood only 
by the dumb. 

Words of the dumb are understood only 
by the Lord. 

* 

Qutfn rjnLpfiL.il h. AuMfunpif.nt-Pfli.lt btfptujp 

bit . 

Misfortune and fortune are sisters. 

* 


U* ftfflt-ltp u iP tn flk tU * ^MUt/lu MUUfUlltfl MU k m% L 

ua Jf&mhnLtf* 

The ant is very small, but it enters in 
the ears of the lion. 

♦ 

^ISruit nt. fuougp if.nt.pu 
but fbh tf.tun!i$utp t 

Arrows, as the words, once darted, do not 
return. 

* 


tnhuuabfjh fbpJft % » 
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At the sight of death, man calls after the 
fever. 

♦ 

*fituqgui& £tus.p' bpsuqp if ns. us snlruhtupn^j 
ft sunip nsnpnsf_ sfsnphpssls' 4l u P Vkfi^J 9 

A hungry hen dreaming of grain, began 
to scratch with its claws and fell from 
the perch. 

* 

jj *H 6ujfjJ[£b odp P**jis Ifp faf; , dbqtnls Jh „ 

*CP 9 

From the same flower the serpent draws 
its poison, and the bee its honey. 

♦ 

/n^ uffcasip ( pfc &psuspp pushif £ « 

What matter to a blindman if the candle 
is dearP 

♦ 

i 

pwpntL uguiav ^ l[uajhfsp% 

A wall is not built with one stone. 

* 


U *ujhtfnLphiuh ns.uns.sTp psuupfs s[psuj tfanj. 
pnt-tss&p bhpns.phsuU ns.usfns.1Upp usunph 
•[pusj g£pns-uib £ « 
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Youth carves on stone, old age on ice. 

* 

Vkt tfp hnp utndLfh f «%4* hnp ^tupufsh , m. 
dbh op d^lg d^tg p u *h kil t*{ualgufh * 

The new house, like the new consort, 
fails every day, on one side. 

* 


push ftLqb/p | pnLpfa but If tftn^ 

P b L 

To ask a favour from a miser, is like 
trying to make a hole in the water. 

* 

U* ui£ dusgngndh dft uagjpb £ tgtapuab , tfsusn-ui ~ 
ufrpfsb bptgnLuh t 

The miser is one - eyed, the ambitious 
is blind. 

* 


0 % •utfp nufjft tfushtg.ualg tgpbp bh , tguap&busg^ 
u»fu 4 utjpbhfgp Igushgbp £ • 

Even in a golden cage, the nightingale 
deplores his native land. 

* 

ij uafulgnwp dt^ig sfmunt.n.uaj tnhuhfc 9 4 uanauj 

( k mui j Pk kv M k k m j • 
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If the timid sees a glow-worm, he shouts: 
Fire ! 

* 

k " ul tt "***« 7 »* 

To a bald head a golden comb. 

* 

fuwfuni-ut , t/tu^utistuj iftup^nLut • 

If the house falls, he accuses the hail of 
it. 

♦ 

bplin*. piupft , ukph bpk"^ tUr 

tu&*' 

As friendship requires two heads, so mills 
require two stones. 

* 

1 „ L p uin. inqiujfr , {.upp^H* !*■*** L W* 
t/tupipfo • 

Will you know a secret? Ask a child, a 
madman, a drunkard and a wife. 

* 

\abhpfr ufomc' Jiqatfi 4pu>J k . t‘i>U u abb <U 
[bqpt-l*' uptntfU t[pu*j t 

The heart of the madman is on his tongue, 
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the tongue of a wise man in his heart. 

* 

\fbpnih ui£pnif_uiqj>fti[ uln. , ut^pn^ 

t[p 3ift uln. « 

Choose your consort with the eyes of an 
old man, and choose your horse with 
the eyes of a young man. 

* 

1 |uAtiujp jtifluhuth bpttjthpfi utjfip f 

uuihq.nL^u l^ft tfisblu np uibuhbtt 4#itf 

P'L k lu J • 

If women thought there was something 
curious in the sky, they would find a 
ladder to get up and see what there 
was. 


* 

|«IL ofump "I'll 1 tgflLUlUiJ t 

A good girl is worth more than seven 
boys. 


♦ 

| ii#«- &fth* q-tupfih lj*uJl.h[t}h£ f t tkt_ &fiV [uumJI 

it • 

The good horse increases the oats, the 
bad one, the spurs. 
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XfblfutTt futLp opngpfth tntulfp Ifjtt/lugnt.fi t 

The wife makes herself known at the 
cradle. 

* 

|j*^ pus quip tip If b pfHuiU » Ifp tnbuhutu np 
tptnuttfbbpp bnt-n. h% tfpbp f if.rn.7t utf bnt-n. 

•tbr* 

When you are in the town, if you ob¬ 
serve that people wear the hat on one 
side, wear yours likewise. 

* 

£utjnt.7t fubpph tpfJum-tT ut , ^jtutgntTt fa bp, 

pp utfpnt-ifhp t 

The wit of an Armenian is in his head, 
that of a Georgian in his eyes. 

♦ 

J *opnLpp £utJpbp hTst 

They have counted the hairs of his beard. 

♦ 

XfoprtLgu pnOitfbp If put* fybgftp fnLtqna,^ 

[ttpu tfutnbiTt 

My beard is on fire, help! — wait till I 
light my pipe. 
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||fn^ » &r*Lfy f/t pnlsntftp i 

If you are afraid to wet your feet, you 
will never catch fish. 

♦ 

*jj m pn Jbgph iqfiutfi t ha# pn utptg_t 

I am not jealous either of thy honey, 
or of thy buzzing. 

♦ 

fl pp fuJbjnL , npp utbgp 

lb tup uthgUhpnt- < 

There are those who find no water to 
drink and who find no water to pass. 

♦ 

XfH &hn.pp l^p ipLuy * bpIgaLuh um£_ 

fiutnuttj If'pyuih t 

One hand washes the other and both 
are clean. 

♦ 

U*A P-pb^P ***** tP^Hpa * npn%% $p L PP fudhp 

but 

Do not spit into the well from which you 
have drunk the water. 

* 


‘fcnihh t[uiqf; , utftprtfb £but tpbg tfp 

i/uihtuj i 
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As much as the dog runs, it comes to the 
village with its master. 

* 

pirn.ni/_ fnpLnjh uin£/th utdifu pbptfjt 
qpnLptnfip pu>g ifb * 

To the mule loaded with gold, every 
castle opens its gates. 

♦ 

IT** n^/ump^h bptjrn. ipuf/t £/’/£<"/’< 

One cannot extract two skins from a 
sheep. 

* 

tf/nnbu uaf_ £»£, iftnuj/jftrf. utf 

[unp^nt-ptf 4 uipgnLpt 

Although you know very much, never¬ 
theless take advice from your hat. 

* 


ficqnqfi if£lj bpbup uIl r inncnq/iit kp/gnLtih 
u»l urpurui k 9 

He who asks has one shame; but he who 
refuses has two. 

♦ 

f^Li^muitM^mh/th ptupblftnti bqntf/A tf.ni.np nr. 
/uuMflf/tiUp dbb tqb** 1 £i b 9 
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He who wishes to he the friend of a 
conductor of camels, must extend his 
door andfprepare a larger kettle. 

* 

(|t^io 4 b&hnqp ty nL qk k nut L ^ *t ut L % 

He that mounts a camel would not 
become hunch backed. 

* 

'fctuus df» ujtpbp' sumb^js ty ui J » £***ut Jjf usutbp * 

u tr k L k-j * 

Love without clamour, hatred can come; 
hate without rumour, love can re¬ 
turn it. 

♦ 

Qbirnt-qbp ££*ffii « 

I do not want it, put it in my pocket. 

♦ 

f\t.qmfih puthuipupuipiLpfiittp tftuql £ Ifusptfph^ 

£fllh *lc ,u J V^plAtMsjp 

The dexterity of a camel is known when 
he passes on a bridge of hair. 

♦ 

IjVi/* fuoupp ushgnt.li Vpiiu mj t — ^uspULUmfih 
mv qbqbgfjfsh « 
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Who is preferably heard? - The rich and 
the handsome. 


♦ 

fuiuy | £nLUi IjnpnLuft • 

I have found it very late, and lost it very 
soon. 

♦ 

^ £ tJoinftlj q.p$ugph iputhg q£b mnL%t 

He who is nearer to your heart, is he 
who is farther from you. 

* 


WJu J-uiJluiiUilfy duiJiubutlj • uaju fth^Opbpm. 
^utuuAtp .‘h&njgbbppjutpq. Ignimbb t ^oi. 
pjtb If'nt-infc uiLuiitiulf t 

0 time ! where have we arrived ? - The 
courser eats straw and the ass eats oats! 

* 

0 nbk t M*pp uttuhp pk np pfc Jjw ("trip 
£ntAthlbuij litu t 

The old man at home should not show 
too much wit. 

♦ 

uifuncuutp Jfi%^b.prtLpp£nt. p/it„ 

pushlh 
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ifi us fun Lump Jfsh^L. pftLpp£ni. flat.*, 
ftuihh £ i 

The fox’s last hole is the furrier’s shop. 

♦ 

fuounsj^ fuopoqft tj.pntt.ftsp typ 

fyptnplrh i 

The cock that crows at an untimely 
hour must lose his head. 

* 

Qtfi/^in^ Jft pin tjffpiufuut jpbutp % U. npfnfusu* 
usnihpf s/^m'hphtiiutfsut* pusph pusfuui t 

The fool is never unhappy, the wise is 

not always happy. 

* 

41} quifrty t/uspijfi/f Jbb tfbb bpusqhbp tjp mbu*. 
%bh t 

Little minds have great dreams. 

* 

4) tjfiit&p sfutp ftbljiuL ^jjnuspbg , tklflsp tfbp b 
£<UI. I 

The copper falls and does not break 
itself, but the echo brings on high 
the noise of its fall. 

3 
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jj^> uftptn * uufjhutujiff uathtutfb • 

Dark heart white teeth. 

* 

WhpH ufuutnp ( pnt-ubpt 

Love has got grown garlic. 

* 

<I| tuputtu Intuit ft bpbup tilt. l^Pfpft*lpqnt% lj[uip £t 

He who has debts to pay has sad eyes 
and short tongue. 

* 

butjpfth ptJjgljnil tjutphbj }£IL IU P • 

One cannot give a flsticuf on the point of 
a needle. 

* 

tyqtnnp fnipfifi pn.1b L p ffpi-pfih 

It is easy to catch fls^h in troubled water, 

* 

flcquif/h pufih. ipt-u » pbt£ pnLrvtu^ b m 

put. * \\uby* uAibtT np ft ifpbn.pt fits. 

- bu/Uftg t[bp £ft pbljhftp • 

They told the camel: Good news f a soe 
is born to you: — What matter tc 
me, answered he, will it help me tc 
carry the half of my load? 
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JJuiin uiugpnrgp tgfitnnt.% » gu*ut gnbigpuign# 
rggtb £ tffttnni.il t 

It is not he who has lived the longest, but 
he who has travelled the longest, that 
knows the most. 


* 


^uiputnm.pfu.iip tfifftii igp ufipnLiiuigiifit gtu„ 
Wif’ qnL. Igp uiutj , guiguifufiii fni-fum ntnp , 
pnn fiii uig bplgnt gpcu tugg * 

Riches gives beauty to the ugly, feet to 
the cripple, eyes to the blind, and inte¬ 
rest to tears. 


* 

fyutpfp' j TnLpfiii £uii/puth Igp /gnutpfi* 

The pitcher is broken on the way to 
the well. 

* 


Quuupft «f bnpnsf gun. f pvutgbgt 

Thorns must be gathered by stranger’s 
hands, not by his own. 

*. 

Qit uiJbit uwbig bn era. igp t puig£ f ftp pntAsp 
gjnmtulg 9 

The serpent goes every where crooked, 
but enters straight into its hole. 
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*^Lnt.pgh /^tupgntgbp ^ uuitftpftjfih • Jlugu 1 
Iki/ptfutlj k ft!; uL t — Qi#Arf» ( • tun.fbg t 

p.u'fth.r tj£t uabuhbu t 

The Kurd asked the barber: is my hair 
white or black? — The other answered' 
him : I will put it before you, and you; 
will see. 1 

* | 

Qt'ffi£fi guanp gutjib £ Ijbpbp % 

The lamb without an owner becomes the! 
prey of the wolf. ■ 

* 

uifttuia bngp tgutu pnfabj_ // V//w } i/^ t 

Can one fast with the cake in his hands ?! 

♦ i 

^Ypncuut uaungfa dft , np uiufi ml ^ 

Give a horse, to him who tells the truth; 

that he may escape after telling it. 

♦ 

l?l/? ^bbhut fp Jfclf uit/bp , fijhut/p bpl^n^u t 

He who mounts an ass, has one shame, 
he who falls from it, has two. 

i 
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f^^nLUimnLpifwh, £tutfih np u&ghft , fy*pub% • 
utqkli hguth £ » 

When a misfortune oppresses you, they 
will tell you it is a good sign. 

♦ 


l^tupgnigftb • utLpuabq. £uiut £ p£ £fi „ 
I ttubq t— f^utug, iphua&u jtffnnbJl utLputbu 
4 utjpuihp * ( nihfi t 

They asked the wine: Have you cau¬ 
sed more ruins than you have accom¬ 
plished good actions? — He answered: 
I do not know how many good actions 
I have accomplished, but the number of 
ruins of which I am the cause is infinite. 


* 

n r siiupq.ni. ut£p pna.hfth i/^ tfp fuutqutj , 

utisnp tfinpfih uutututbtuj tjuy t 

He, whose eyes move in their orbit, has 
the devil in the belly. 

♦ 


fli* iP L PP ifr" ktL bnif_ l/'p- 

ubtft 


The water in which I drown, I call an 
Ocean. 


3* 
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J^nihbp ftpsup ^bun Ifpn.t nk. tT b% f tfkjt tf.^Jf 
JJtuAtnt.J\ 

Dogs which fight each other, unite againsi 
the wolf. 


|J*4^ utnih bp Ifni. uttuhtnftlffth bjhft ^ tnutjjw. 
sit pit iubtut.bg tfp tfbulj • 

The apartment is not well taken, if tw< 
wives command the same house. 


bntffih uttuuftulfp tfbbg_ *jt If put W" 

Whilst the fish is in the water, do n 
put the gridiron on the fire. 


^bq^&ftmb kftgp uutuuijtlf if'pfjtuj » 

The kick of a quiet horse strikes stron 




^iuy iuq.utJnptf.nt- uftputp , {uy bntfjfih 

qnt-btfp y hpifnt-ub utpJbqft t^utJlup tint, 
bb i 

The heart of man and the ground of t 
sea are fathomless. 




5 6 

^ turn tub tujjtUutf jtp puM&jfb utiufttL (t 

One must give the devil his due. 

* 

|]iiiaifi^ o&h utuM pgpUhu turnup pbtfjt Ifp 

Warm a frozen serpent, and it will sting 
you first. 

* 

]o HLfh £ jiuqjpbp ^uantufuoupU t 

The deaf has lost patience with the babler. 
* 


Qutplf tjjthuifpp np ftJtuUuij * 

Whip the saddle, the ass will feel it. 

* 

Q»/l£i tj-tuppUngp t^but^t 

The devil does not go to the blacksmith’s. 

* 


4 * ni lH tnqtn £ % ffti.uttjjm.jiu* tf % bpj9‘mj « 

Money dirts the hands, when washed it 
disappears. 
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np pbpp IfnLuit; qfunuih , L. triumph 
IfP p-nqnu np nt-ut£ t 

The dog 1 can not eat the hay, and will 
not allow the lamb to eat it. 

* 

tyutututb jmpqp utn.nq^_ hqfr tfhutu pft tittup • 

Rotten straw does not injure the sound ox. 

♦ 


Qtuptub put ftp qbutfihp ^ tfbtupt 

Polished stone does not remain on the 
earth. 

* 

f^buihfch tup uututlf quibutu t»4r, £tuJp£ ttL tain. • 

If .you find money on the ground, count 
it first and then put it into your pocket. 

* 

\ptujfc np fuftuuutnift pfputu , putjg tnqfctn b~ 
phOtiup unptfjtu i 

Be learned, but be taken for a fool. 

* 


|ji# pnt.V ptuqtfu tfutppnih t 

I sleep, fortune watches. 
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fjbpjtut^ uuiutJjfp uIl tuLtiLp ^tuJ’atp (t 

Silver money is to be kept for dark days. 
♦ 

| ^nt-tfp Abb If bpL.%uij • 

A fish appears larger in the water than 
it is. 

♦ 


0 1 rfrlb % uinu (p uj ^l*b l Ip Ui J V-^L IPIL^P * 

Generosity from the purse of another. 

* 

\obipp ^uiUus^nLt/p | tfifunt-J' ( • 

Wisdom is not in years, but in the head. 
♦ 

J^tupnLuutfth uufjpp i [ ut P tu, t nL P na LVtUlf u J * 
The eyes of the rich are dim. 

♦ 

UA* b^qfilf ftp tub ugh nL%ft | utt/ffc £utuuti Jr 
ftp ■ n^utpb i 

Every flower has its perfume, every age 
its needs. 
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flLtnn*lC lfyu>£t pfi'i-niifi t tt m t • 

He that eats does not know how much 
is consumed, hut he that cuts knows 
it very well. 

* 

^utjpbitb utg J± tu pl***£P. utLbfJa ututp bit ^uit 
fiittphptitft tftnXtbpp t 

The stones of my native country are 
warmer than the oven of Babylone. 

* 

fitupblfutt/p t^/uftii tgp itu»jft\ J&fhiuJjth nutpftin 

The friend looks at the head, the ennemy 
at the feet* 
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